" I, Franz von Papen, hereby personally swear to God the \
Omniscient and Almighty that I shall faithfully and loyally serve his?
Imperial Majesty the King of Prussia and Emperor of Germany, |
my most gracious Sovereign, on any and every occasion, on land or i
at sea, in war and in peace, and at every place whatsoever; that I
shall further the All Highest's best advantage while averting from!
him injury and disadvantage; that I shall closely abide by the articles1
of War, that have been read to me, and precisely obey the orders,
I receive; and that I shall so conduct myself as it behoves an upright,;
fearless, dutiful and honourable soldier. So help me God through
Jesus Christ and His Holy Gospel."

Yes! his oath bound him and at the same time, absolved
him. Franz von Papen went below to dinner, having
pondered a weighty matter and decided in favour of himself,
He had been his own judge and jury, and thenceforward
he entered upon his Jekyll and Hyde role, of diplomat
and secret agent, until the hospitable shores of America
became too hot to hold him*

Count Johann Heinrich Bernstorff was leisurely scanning
some reports from Mexico. Soon, he hoped, some real
disturbances would be occurring in that warm and lazy
land, sufficient to occupy the attention on her Southern
border of the country to which he was accredited, and
thus keep her eyes from Europe. Here he was in Washing-
ton, Ambassador of Germany, in a country where much
Germanic influence prevailed, from banking to delicatessen
stores, from skilled engineers to dockside workers.
The American Government could not afford to ignore
its millions of citizens who were descended from immi-
grants from the fatherland, Despite their American citizen-
ship, Bernstorff mused, they yet remained true sons of
Germany. All had become bilingual, and it was noteworthy
that the rising generation spoke German, as well as English,
at their mother's knee. In many large American cities
whole areas were given over to German shops and offices
while in other districts the German workers settled in
street after street, in which nothing but the German
language could be heard, until one imagined oneself in
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